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PAN-AMERICAN RAILWAY 



REPORT OF THE 

PERMANENT PAN-AMERICAN RAILWAY COMMITTEE 

TO THE 

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL AMERICAN 

CONFERENCE 

BUENOS AYRES. ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 



Washington, D. C, June lo, 1910. 
Messrs. Delegates: 

I beg leave to submit, on behalf of the Permanent Pan-American 
Railway Committee, whose existence was confirmed by the Third 
International American Conference, the following report: 

Since the meeting of the Third Conference at Rio de Janeiro 
in 1906, steady progress has been made in the realization of the 
project of uniting the three Americas by an International Railway 
line. The Committee has continued its work in the way of 
explaining the scope and development of the plan, in affording 
the information which has been constantly sought, in answering 
inquiries of a specific nature, and in giving publicity to the 
measures of the various governments which offer inducements 
for capitalists to engage in railway construction in connection 
with the Pan-American project. 

The importance of the enterprise grows with the industrial and 
commercial progress of the various republics. 

In 1890, when the first practical steps were taken toward 
realizing the aspiration for intercontinental railway communi- 
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'OBtiJ:^ bytthe: P»rst Conference, the total foreign commerce of 
the countries 'south* of the United States from Mexico to the 
Straits of Magellan was approximately $880,000,000. In 1909 
this commerce was more than $2,000,000,000. The increase has 
been a natural result of the railway construction which has helped 
to develop the resources of the different countries and thus to 
add to their commerce. Much of this railway construction has 
been either of trunk lines which form sections in the Pan-American 
route or of lines which are branches of the general Pan-American 
system and are feeders to it. The very great growth of trade in 
the last twenty years shows how traffic awaits railway facilities 
and how also it is created when they are provided. This increased 
commerce, which furnishes the basis for so much railway traffic, 
has not been limited to any section. All the republics which 
would be inter-connected by the Pan-American railway system 
have shared in it. 

In keeping the public informed of the progress made after the 
Third Conference at Rio de Janeiro, the Committee had the 
benefit of a subsequent report by one of its members, Mr. Charles 
M. Pepper. The results of his observations during a trip of a 
year's duration in South America were reported to the Committee 
in May, 1908. This supplemented the report presented by Mr. 
Pepper as Special Commissioner in 1904, and showed what had 
been accomplished in the intervening period. It was transmitted 
by the Committee to the Secretary of State and was given wide 
circulation. 

The Committee undertakes to summarize the situation as it 
now exists and to indicate the prospects of future action in 
furtherance of the general plan. In obtaining information the 
Committee has had the cooperation of the Department of State, 
of the International Bureau of American Republics, and of 
various diplomatic representatives of the different republics 
represented in Washington. 

MEXICO. 

Through railway communication now exists from the cities 
of the United States to the southern border of Mexico, The 



enlightened and progressive policy of the Mexican Government 
has secured this result which itself is an important means of 
providing through railway lines from New York to the Panama 
Canal Zone. The distance from New York to the City of Mexico 
is 3,026 miles; thence to Gamboa on the Isthmus of Tehuantepec 
559 miles, and thence to the Guatemalan border 284 miles, making 
a total distance of 3,869 miles from New York to the northern 
terminal of the Intercontinental or Pan-American Railway. 

CENTRAL AMERICA. 

When there is direct railway communication from New York 
to the Panama Canal Zone the first great link of the Pan-American 
Railway system will be completed. A review of the lines in opera- 
tion and those under construction in the republics of Central 
America shows that there is now lacking only a small section, 
less than 40 miles, in order to secure the through connection to 
the city of Guatemala. The building of this link has been under- 
taken by responsible capitalists who are interested in the existing 
railway systems of Central America. This section may be com- 
pleted within a year. From Guatemala city to Zacapa a line is 
in operation and the group of capitalists who control the other 
lines are now engaged in surveys for the extension from Zacapa 
to the border of Salvador, and from there on through to Honduras. 
In Guatemala about 50 miles of this extension remain to be built, 
and in Salvador 285 miles. The section 49 miles long in Salvador 
from Santa Ana to the city of El Salvador is already built and 
will serve as a link in the main system. Construction has begun 
at La Union for the line to the city of Salvador. This work, it 
is expected, will be finished within eighteen months. 

To cross Honduras a section of 72 miles will be necessary. 
This will naturally follow the completion of the line through 
Salvador. The railway under construction on the Atlantic coast 
of Honduras ultimately will be extended to the Pacific. In 
Nicaragua a link of 38 miles will join the northern boundary 
with the existing line 105 miles long, which serves as a section 
on the Pan-American route from Chinandega to Granada, and 
68 miles must be constructed to reach the border of Costa Rica. 



Costa Rica has 182 miles of railway in operation, part of which, 
the line from Guapiles to Port Limon, may serve as an Atlantic 
coast section of the Pan- American trunk when the gap is closed 
up to the eastern frontier of Nicaragua. From Port Limon to 
the Canal Zone is 226 miles. Of this a section 26 miles long is 
already in operation. This line follows the alternative route 
suggested by the Engineer Corps of the Intercontinental Survey 
in leaving the Pacific coast and crossing to the Atlantic slope. 
Adopting this plan, this distance from the southern border of 
Mexico to the Canal Zone is 1,183 miles, of which 675 miles remain 
to be built. The route is a zigzag one, but is in the nature of 
practical railway construction which looks to traffic and does 
not undertake to adhere strictly to air line surveys. Should 
the Pacific coast route be followed the distance to be covered 
would be somewhat longer. Most of the sections already con- 
structed, with the exception of the line in Costa Rica, would serve 
for this route. This plan would also include the construction of 
the line from Panama to David along the Pacific slope, 274 miles 
in length, to which the Government of the Republic of Panama 
is committed. 

To sum up the railway situation in Central America without 
going into further details, 508 miles serving for Pan-American or 
intercontinental purposes are in operation, 690 miles of feeders 
are already built, and 675 miles remain to be constructed in order 
to reach the Canal Zone by the shortest route, while 875 miles 
remain to be built by the longer route ; that is to say, there are 
to-day in Central America 1,200 miles of railway of all kinds in 
operation and 675 yet to be built to join up and connect them with 
the trunk system reaching to Mexico and the United States. 

Note should be made in connection with railway construction 
in Central America of the completion of the inter-oceanic lines. 
The line across Guatemala from San Jose on the Pacific to Puerto 
Berrios was completed in 1908. The through railway across Costa 
Rica is another important transverse line. These inter-oceanic 
or cross lines are in the nature of branches of the main trunk. 
The inter-oceanic lines and the main trunk serve as feeders to 
one another. 



The total foreign commerce of Central America is now approxi- 
mately $50,000,000 a year, Every mile of railway that is com- 
pleted adds to this commerce and in opening up the resources of 
very rich regions insures a valuable traffic. 

In connection with the Central American section of the Pan- 
American system attention is drawn to the action of the Central 
American Peace Conference held at Washington in the latter part 
of 1907. This Conference, manifesting the desire of the govern- 
ments represented to contribute their respective shares toward 
the realization of the great work of the Pan-American Railway 
Committee, concluded a Special Convention. It was proposed 
that commissions be appointed which should report to the different 
governments the most suitable measures for the construction 
of the respective sections, and that the effort should be made to 
secure the organization of one or more companies to construct 
the sections indicated ; and, if that were impossible, to consolidate 
and bring to an agreement the different companies holding con- 
tracts or concessions. It was also proposed that the contracting 
companies should come to an agreement with the governments 
of the United States and of Mexico and of Panama concerning 
everything relating to the transit of merchandise and passengers 
from border to border. _^ 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

The South American continent presents a different situation 
from Mexico and Central America as to the construction of a 
through trunk line. The most difficult sections are those which 
are essential to the mineral development of the countries of the 
Andes. In Colombia, owing to various circumstances, not much 
progress has yet been made on the main trunk of the Pan-Ameri- 
can system, but some activity is reported in extending the line 
that now reaches from Buenaventura on the Pacific to Cali. 
The extension of this line north to Cartago and south to Popayan 
will form links in the Pan-American system. The Colombian 
Government, however, has succeeded in supplementing its facilities 
of river navigation by railway connections. The line has been 
completed from the capital of Bogota to Girardot on the Magda- 



lena River. Headway has been made with various sections 
parallehng the river and also with some of the extensions from 
the river ports to interior points. A valuable part of the vast 
natural resources of Colombia are tributary to the Pan-American 
route and the opportunities for their exploitation should encourage 
the various projects for building sections of the line. 

Ecuador shows a marked advance in Pan-American construc- 
tion. The railway connecting Quito, the capital, with Guayaquil, 
on the coast, furnishes i6o miles, the section between Quito and 
Alausi, of a direct link on the Pan-American route. The Govern- 
ment has made arrangements which seem to assure at an early 
date the extension from Alausi south to Cuenca and there is also 
the probability of construction north from Quito to Ibarra within 
three years as provisionally contracted for by the Executive. 
This will be a loo-mile link. Contracts which have been made 
for several short coast lines will also add to the railway facilities 
of Ecuador. Work has begun on the railway from the Bay of 
Caraquez to Quito, which will be 182 miles in length and will 
serve as a feeder to the Pan-American system. The plans of the 
Government for rail connection to the Amazon River region are 
also important. 

Peru, by adhering steadily to its policy of making the Pan- 
American trunk the basis of its railway development, has obtained 
important results. On the direct Pan-American route the line 
is in operation from the mining center of the Cerro de Pasco, 
south to Huancayo, a distance of 145 miles, and the first section 
of the further extension toward Ayacucho is now under way. 
While there is an uncompleted section to Cuzco, comprising about 
500 miles, it is gratifying to report that the sections between Cuzco 
and Lake Titicaca have been completed, and there is now a through 
line from Cuzco to Puno on the shore of the lake, 237 miles in 
length. This is a direct link in the Pan-American chain. In 
northern Peru provision has been made for extending the coast 
line from Chimbote to Recuay, a section of which will be an 
intercontinental link. 

Reference should also be made to the favorable situation of 
the Peruvian projects for joining the river systems tributary to 
the Amazon on the eastern slope of the Andes by railway lines. 



The construction of such lines is encouraged by the building of 
the main trunk which on its part will be served by them as feeders. 
Surveys which look to reaching Iquitos, on the Amazon, from 
Paita, on the Pacific, through the lowest depression in the Andes, 
are now being made and there is an encouraging prospect that 
they will result in the early building of this line. The surveys 
for the line from Cerro de Pasco to the river Ucayali have also 
been completed, and that project is considered to be in a favor- 
able position. 

Ferry transportation from Puno across Lake Titicaca, 102 miles, 
may be regarded as a water link in the Pan-American system. 
This means of transportation is already in operation. The 
Bolivian section of the Pan-American Railway may be said to 
begin at the port of Guaqui on the banks of Lake Titicaca. The 
Bolivian Government, by utilizing the financial resources at its 
command, has been able to forward its policy of railway con- 
struction very satisfactorily. The Pan-American trunk line as a 
base from Lake Titicaca to the southern border has been the 
cardinal feature of this policy. In pursuance of it sections have 
been completed between Guaqui and Uyuni, a distance of 363 
miles. This is a direct link in the main intercontinental location. 
There remain to be constructed only 177 miles from Uyuni to 
the southern border, and the plans of the Bolivian Government 
which are now being carried out insure the completion of this 
section at a reasonably early date. In the meantime other 
important railway building is going on in the way of branches, 
the most important of which is from the trunk to the Potosi 
mining region. This will secure a valuable traffic to the main 
system. 

Bolivia is further interested in the construction of a direct 
line from the Pacific port of Arica to La Paz, which will form a 
junction with the Pan-American main line. This work has been 
undertaken by the Chilean Government under a treaty arrange- 
ment with Bolivia. The contracts were let in 1909 and the work 
of construction is now going on. 

Chile's interest in the Pan-American Railway from .its geo- 
graphical location is the connection with the main trunk system 
by extensions and branch lines. The Longitudinal Railway, to 
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which the Government is committed as a national policy, may be 
considered as a branch or extension along the intercontinental 
location since it will be joined with the Pan-American trunk 
line by any one of several railways across the Andes. The sur- 
veys for the Longitudinal Line have been completed, contracts 
have been let for various sections and the work of construction 
has been begun on these sections. The Longitudinal Railway 
in time undoubtedly will reach from the northern border of Chile 
to the far south. 

The opening of the Trans- Andine Railway ttmnel to passenger 
and freight traffic is another result of Chile's railway policy. Since 
its completion the Chilean railways are joined with those of the 
Argentine Republic and are thus also connected with the southern 
part of the general Pan-American system. 

The progress of the Argentine Republic in railway construction 
has been so rapid that the Government was able to announce to 
the world two years ago that its contribution to the Pan-American 
Railway plan was finished, since its lines were completed from 
Buenos Ayres to Quiaca on the southern border of Bolivia, a 
distance of i,o6o miles. The importance of the extension of the 
Argentine lines to future commerce is unquestioned. When the 
Bolivian links are completed it will mean a large increase of traffic 
in both directions. 

Since the Argentine lines were prolonged north to the frontier 
of Bolivia and since the Bolivian links were completed to Uyuni, 
there now remains only the gap between Cuzco in Peru and 
Buenos Ayres of 177 miles out of a total distance of 1,940 miles, 
allowing for the water transport across Lake Titicaca. If the 
railway is to be built along the shores of the lake this would require 
only 100 additional miles. 

SUMMARY. 

The general situation of the main trunk sytem as its stands 
to-day may be summed up as follows: The total length of the 
Pan-American location from the Panama Canal Zone to Buenos 
Ayres is 5,064 miles; rail and water line in operation, 2,067 miles; 
lines under construction or to be constructed, 2,997 miles. 
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The total distance from New York to Buenos Ayres, following 
the actual construction in Mexico and adopting the alternative 
Pan-American survey in Central America by the shorter Atlantic 
coast route, is io,ii6 miles. Of this 6,444 miles are in operation 
and 3,672 miles are either under construction or yet to be con- 
structed to fill in the sections that are lacking. Eliminating the 
water links, it may be said that 3,700 miles of railway are requisite. 

The present status of the Pan-American project as indicated 
above is shown in tabulated form as follows: 

Mileage. 

Built. To be built. 

New York to Mexico City 3,026 

Mexico City to Northern border of Guatemala 843 .... 

Northern border of Guatemala to Panama Canal Zone . . . 508 675 

Canal Zone to Puno on Lake Titicaca 542 2,820 

Puno to Guaquil, BoHvia (water transport) 102 .... 

Guaqui to Quiaca, Argentine Republic 363 177 

Quiaca to Buenos Aires 1,060 .... 

6.444 3.672 

Built 6,444 

To be built 3,672 

Total Pan-American line, New York to Buenos Ayres 10, 1 16 

The Intercontinental Survey made under the direction of the 
Commission created by the First Pan-American Conference has 
for many years been the basis of the Pan-American Railway 
project. Its results were very beneficial and are still of much 
value. Some of the locations indicated have been followed in 
actual railway construction while other sections which were not 
surveyed have been built. In view of the utility of the survey 
as a pioneer investigation, and of the information it afforded, 
, a review of the situation in 1910 based on that survey by a com- 
petent engineer officer is valuable. This is afforded in the table 
prepared by Gen. George W. Davis, member of the Committee, 
from the records of the Intercontinental Survey, showing the 
distances between the two capitals, Washington and Buenos Ayres. 
It follows the Pan-American location along the Pacific coast 
in Central America, which, as has been explained, makes the total 
distance somewhat longer. The whole situation is exhibited 
in a bird's-eye view as follows : 
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Pan-American Railway. 



SITUATION, 19 lO. 



Compiled by Gen. Geo. W. Davis. 



Mileage. 



Sub-divisions. 

Washington to Mexican Frontier 

Mexican Frontier to Tehuantepec .... 
Tehuantepec to Guatemalan Frontier . 



Now 
constructed. 

2,187 

1,298 

284 



Washington to Guatemalan Frontier 3i769 



Guatemalan Frontier to Santa Maria, 

Santa Maria to Hachadura 

Hachadura to Acajutla 

Acajutla to San Salvador 

San Salvador to San Vicente 

San Vicente to San Minguel 

San Minguel to Guascorin 

Guascorin to Rio Negro 

Rio Negro to Chinandega 

Chinandega to Granada 

Granada to Pena Blanca 

Pena Blanca to Liberia 

Liberia to Rio Savegre 

Rio Savegre to Golfito 

Golfito to David 

David to Panama 



110.3 

■ • ■ 
• • • 

64 



103 



Total, Central America 277.3 



Total, Washington to Panama 4,046.3 



Panama to Yavisa 

Yavisa to Rio Sucio 

Rio Sucio to Rio Caramata . . 

Rio Carmata to Cali 

Cali to Carchi 

Carchi to Quito 

Quito to Alausi 

Alausi to Cuenca 

Cuenca to Canchis 

Canchis to Cerro del Pasco . . 
Cerro del Pasco to Huancayo 
Huancayo to Cuzco. 



160 



145 



To be 
constructed. 



60 
26 

• • 

42 
62 

36 

71 
38 

68 

52 

157 

150 

59 

274 



3 

5 
5 

6 
4 



172.7 

105 
198.6 

213-5 

332 

159 

• ■ * « 

87 
252 

779 

> « * • 

521 



1,099-3 



1,099-3 



Total, Pan-American Survey, South America. . 305 



2,819.8 



Total, Washington to Cuzco 4,35 1 . 3 



3.919-1 
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Total, Washington to Cuzco 4.35i • 3 3f9i9 • i 

Cuczo to Puno 237 .... 

Puno to Desaguadero 102 . 5 

Desaguadero to Uyuni 363 .... 

Uyuni to Quiaca 177 

Quiaca to Tucuman 343 .9 .... 

Tucuman to Buenos Ayfes 7177 



• • • 



Other surveys South America 1,661 .6 279.5 

Total Washington to Buenos Ayres 6,012 .9 4,198.6 



^ 



RESUME. 



Washington to Buenos Ayres: 

Constructed 6,012 . 9 miles 

To be constructed 4,198 .6 " 

Total 10,211.5 " 



BRANCH AND OTHER SYSTEMS. 

In connection with the Pan-American Railway attention must 
also be given to collateral projects, some of which would serve 
as branch connections and some as independent systems. The 
Republic of Uruguay has contracted for upwards of 500 miles 
and has given important concessions, and steps have been taken 
to insure complete railway communication with the Brazilian 
lines. The construction of the Pan-American Transcontinental, 
376 miles, from the Brazilian border at San Luis to Colonia on the 
River Plate opposite Buenos Ayres, is apparently certain. With 
the completion of the lines in southern Brazil, which is also assured, 
and the junction of the railways in northern Brazil there will be 
in existence a transcontinental railway which will afford through 
railway communication from Pernambuco, on the Atlantic, via 
Rio de Janeiro, to Valparaiso on the Pacific. Another through 
connection will be obtained by gaining the northern extension from 
Montevideo with the Brazilian lines at Rivera. The proposed 
international bridge across the Cuareim River will join the Uru- 
guayan railways with the Brazilian lines at the northwest extrem- 
ity. The steps toward the realization of these plans are another 
evidence of the activity of railway construction in South America, 



all of which are based on the certainty of traffic from the develop- 
ment of the resources of the regions which are to be given railway 
facilities. 

Mention has been made of the early completion of the sections 
in southern Brazil which will join the Brazilian railway systems 
with those of Uruguay. This, however, is only one of the many 
railway enterprises which are progressing in Brazil. Undoubtedly 
the most important of these is the construction, under the direction 
of the Government, of the Madeira-Mamor6 line around the 
Falls of San Antonio. The value of this railway in opening up 
the commerce of a great section of the interior of South America, 
by means of the river Amazon and its tributaries, has been well 
understood, but to carry the project into effect has been extremely 
difficult. The actual construction now going on, however, makes 
it sure that the enterprise will be carried through, and the Com- 
mittee is informed that within two years it is hoped to have the 
entire line, 300 miles in length, completed. This will be of very 
great benefit to the commerce, not only of the region directly 
served, but of the whole world. 

The Committee is informed that railway construction in Para- 
guay is also proceeding, so that that country will be given closer 
communication with the railway systems of Argentina and 
Uruguay. The extension of the existing line which runs from 
Asuncion to Pirapo, 153 miles to Encamacion, on the river Parana, 
will close up an important section. The prolongation will be 
finished in two years. The building of a line to Posados is a 
further step in estabUshing railway intercommunication which 
is essential to the utilization of the resources of Paraguay. The 
contract authorized by the Argentine Government to extend 
existing lines so as to join Corrientes with Asuncion and thus 
afford through communication between Buenos Ayres and the 
capital of Paraguay insures an important link in intercontinental 
railway connection. 

The Committee is informed that several important enterprises 
in Venezuela, which in the past have received favorable considera- 
tion, are now in a position to obtain the capital necessary to 
carry them out. The Orinoco River furnishes means of communi- 
cation in the southern part of the republic, but in the northern 
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part railways are necessary in order to reach the ports of the 
coast. A large and profitable traffic awaits the construction of 
such railways. 

In order to show the relation of the Pan-American project to 
the various countries that will be benefited by it, the Committee 
has had a map prepared which is annexed to the report. This 
map shows the transportation routes by railway, river and ocean. 
It is designed to present the general Pan-American Railway 
location in its geographical relation to the different republics 
and also to indicate the river navigation which is of great impor- 
tance in the commerce of South America. Railway and river 
traffic on that continent act as mutual feeders to each other. 

The map has been prepared for the latest available sources, 
but the indication of boundaries is only tentative and is not to be 
understood as more than a general line to designate the relative, 
position of the different countries. 

CONCLUSION. 

In previous reports the Committee has taken occasion to recall 
the declaration of distinguished statesmen of the United States 
favoring the Pan-American project. Among those who so declared 
themselves were James G. Blaine, Presidents Harrison and Roose- 
ovelt and Secretary Root. It is gratifying to add to these expres- 
sions other declarations. President Taft, in a letter to the Chair- 
man under date of January 13, 19 10, wrote as follows: 

"I am very much in favor of the construction of the Pan- 
American Railway, and hope for practical results from the Con- 
ference soon to be held at Buenos Ayres in regard to the matter.*' 

Secretary Knox also wrote the Chairman: 

"I am in hearty sympathy with the Pan-American project, 
and will be glad to give it such assistance as I can. Each step 
toward its reaHzation will not only directly increase trade between 
adjacent American countries but will also increase mutual acquaint- 
ance and knowledge, and the interweaving of interests, which is 
the surest foundation of commercial development in each country 
and of good international understanding among them all.*' 
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The Chairman of your Committee, since the First Pan-American 
Conference in 1889, has been a member of the several committees 
on the Pan-American Railway resulting therefrom and has followed 
closely the prospects of the project. In his advocacy of the subject 
he has discussed the matter many times with men of more or 
less financial ability and railroad experience. He is glad to say 
that there is a growing interest and somewhat positive disposition 
on the part of men of prominence in the business world to more 
seriously consider the enterprise, not only from the standpoint 
of a great public work, but from the belief that it presents an 
opportunity for a reasonably safe and profitable investment. 

The indications now are that the time is drawing near when 
men of large affairs, capable of financing such a project, will 
undertake the building to completion of the Pan-American 
Railway. Within four years it is promised that the oceans will 
be joined at Panama. If the present favorable indications have 
not been misjudged, an all-rail route should join Panama with 
Mexico and Washington by 19 15, and with Buenos Ayres, Santiago 
and Rio de Janeiro, a few years later. 
Respectfully submitted. 

H. G. DAVIS, 
Chairman^ Permanent Pan-American Railway Committee. 



FERROCARRIL PAN-AMERICANO 



INFORME QUE PRESENTA 

LA COMISION PERMANENTE DEL FERROCARRIL PAN- 
AMERICANO 

A LA 

CUARTA CONFERENCIA INTERNACIONAL AMERICANA 

DE BUENOS AIRES. REPUBLICA ARGENTINA 



^ Washington, D. C, io de junto de 1910. 

Seiiores Delegados: 

A nombre de la Comision Permanente del Ferrocarril Paname- 
ricano, cuya existencia fu6 confirmada por la Tercera Conferencia 
Intemacional Americana, me permito presentar el siguiente 
informe : 

Desde la reuni6n de la Tercera Conferencia en Rio Janeiro, 
1906, ha sido constante el progreso hecho en la realizaci6n del 
proyecto de unir las tres Americas por un ferrocarril intercon- 
tinental. La Comisi6n ha continuado su labor de explicar el 
alcance y desarroUo del plan, suministrando las informaciones 
que constantemente se piden, contestando d preguntas de cardcter 
especial, y dando publicidad d las medidas dictadas por losdis- 
tintos gobiemos, en las que se ofrecen ventajas d los capitalistas 
quedeseen hacerse cargo de la constniccion de ferrocarriles ligados 
al proyecto panamericano. 

Con el progreso industrial y comercial de las distintas repiiblicas, 
aumenta la importancia de la empresa. 

En 1890, cuando se dieron los primeros pasos practicos para 
realizar la aspiraci6n de la Primera Conferencia, relativa d la 
comunicaci6n por medio de un ferrocarril Intercontinental, el 
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comercio total de los paises que quedan al sur de los Estados 
Unidos, desde Mexico hasta el Estrecho de Magallanes, alcanzaba 
i $88o,ooo,ocx) apr6ximadamente. Este comercio en 1909 pas6 
de $2,000,000,000. El aumento ha sido resultado natural del 
desarrollo de las vias de ferrocarril, que han venido d fomentar 
el de las fuentes naturales de riqueza de los diversos paises, dando 
asi mayor incremento 6. su comercio. Mucha de la construcci6n 
ferroviaria ha tenido lugar en forma de lineas troncales que forman 
secciones del trazo panamericano, 6 bien en ramales de este mismo 
sistema general, que rematan en la arteria principal. El inmenso 
aumento del comercio durante los veinte tiltimos afios indica que 
para que haya trdfico se necesitan ferrocarriles, al mismo tiempo 
que el establecimiento defacilidades de transportecrea el comercio. 
Este comercio creciente, que ha venido & ser la base del mayor 
trdfico por ferrocarril, no se ha limitado 4 una sola secci6n ; todas 
las repdblicas que han de estar ligadas entre si por el sistema 
panamericano del ferrocarril, han tenido su parte. 

En su labor por mantener al ptiblico al corriente de los progresos 
alcanzados despu^s de la Tercera Conferencia de Rio Janeiro, la 
Comisi6n informante ha podido aprovechar el trabajo que uno 
de sus miembros, Mr. Charles M. Pepper, prepar6 despu6s de 
dicha reuni6n. Los resultados de las observaciones del Sr. Pepper, 
despufe de un viajequedur6mdsdeunano por la America del Sur, 
fueron sometidas i la Comisi6n en mayo de 1908. Esta memoria 
fu^ complemento de la que el mismo Sr. Pepper present6, en su 
cardcter de Comisionado Especial, en 1904, y Uena el periodo entre 
ambas 6pocas. La Comisi6n trasmiti6 dicho informe al Secretario 
de Estado y in€ circulado profusamente. 

Esta vez la Comisi6n se propone hacer un sumario de la situaci6n, 
tal y como existe hoy, € indicar lo que parece ofrecer el porvenir 
en lo relativo al desarrollo del plan general. Para conseguir estos 
informes la Comisi6n ha tenido la cooperaci6n del Departamento 
de Estado, de la Oficina Intemacional de las Reptiblicas Ameri- 
canas y de varios de los representantes diplomdticos de las diversas 
reptiblicas en Washington. 

MEXICO. 

Hoy un sistema de comunicaci6n directo enlaza las ciudades 
de los Estados Unidos con la frontera sur de Mexico. La politica 
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ilustrada y progresista del Gobiemo de M^ico ha hecho posible 
este resultado que en si mismo es un eslab6n importante para el 
establecimiento de Uneas directas de ferrocarril desde Nueva York 
hasta la Zona del Canal de Panamd. La distancia de Nueva 
York & la Ciudad de Mexico es de 3,026 millas; de aqui & Gamboa, 
en el Istmo de Tehuantepec,. 559, de este punto & la frontera de 
Guatemala 284, de suerte que la distancia total de Nueva York 
al terminal norte del Ferrocarril Intercontinental 6 Panamericano 
es de 3,869 millas. 

CENTRO AMERICA. 

Cuando haya comunicaci6n directa por ferrocarril desde Nueva 
York & la Zona del Canal de Panamd, se habrd completado el 
primer gran eslab6n del Ferrocarril Panamericano. El examen 
de las llneas en explotaci6n y las que estdn en construcci6n en las 
repdblicas de Centro America indica que solo falta una pequeiia 
secci6n, cosa de menos de cuarenta millas, para dejar terminada 
la via directa y sin interrupci6n hasta la Ciudad de Guatemala. 
Capitalistas de responsabilidad interesados en los sistemas de 
ferrocarril hoy establecidos en Centro America, se ocupan de la 
construcci6n de este eslab6n. Dentro de un aiio puede estar 
terminada esta secci6n. Hay desde la Ciudad de Guatemala una 
linea en explotaci6n hasta Zacapa, y los capilatistas que hoy 
poseen las otras lineas estdn actualmente haciendo estudios sobre 
el terreno con el objeto de extender el ramal desde Zacapa hasta 
la frontera de El Salvador, llevdndola desde aqui hasta Honduras. 
En Guatemala quedan aun por construir como 50 millas de este 
ramal, y en El Salvador cerca de 285 millas. La secci6n de 49 
millas de Santa Ana d San Salvador estd ya terminada y servird 
de empalme al sistema troncal. Ya han comenzado los trabajos 
de construcci6n de la linea de La Uni6n hasta San Salvador, y 
se calcula que estard terminado el trabajo dentro de diez y ocho 
meses. 

Para atravesar Honduras se necesita una linea de 72 millas, 
que seguird naturalmente la terminaci6n de la linea que cruce 
El Salvador. El ferrocarril que se estd construyendo en Hon- 
duras, sobre la Costa Atldntica, se extenderd con el tiempo hasta 
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el Pacifico. En Nicaragua un ramal de 38 millas unird el extremo 
norte con la llnea que hoy existe de 105 millas y que sirve como 
secci6n en la ruta del Panamericano de Chinandega & Granada, 
y para Uegar hasta la frontera de Costa Rica basta solo construlr 
68 millas. 

En Costa Rica hay 182 millas de ferrocarril en explotaci6n, 
parte de las cuales, la linea de Guapiles d Puerto Limon, puede 
servir como secci6n de la costa Atldntica de la troncal del Pan- 
americano cuando se haya terminado el eslab6n de ha de Uegar 
hasta la frontera oriental de Nicaragua. La distancia de Puerto 
Lim6n & la Zona del Canal es de 226 millas, y hay ya en explota- 
ci6n 26 millas de este trayecto. Esta linea sigue la alternativa, 
sugerida por el Cuerpo Ingenieros del Estudio Intemacional, para 
unir la costa del Pacifico cruzando hasta la del Atldntico. Si se 
adopta este plan, la distancia de la frontera sur de Mexico d la 
Zona del Canal es de 1 183 millas, de las cuales faltan por construlr 
675 millas. La via es en zigzag, pero estd dentro del sistema 
prdctico de construcci6n de ferrocarriles que no busca d seguir 
estrictamente la preferencia d los viaductos. Si se siguiera la 
via de la Costa del Pacjfico, seria algo mds grande la distancia. 
La mayor parte de las secciones construidas hoy, con excepci6n 
de la linea de Costa Rica servirian para esta via. En este plan 
estd tambi^n comprendida la construcci6n de una linea de Panamd 
d David, siguiendo la vertiente del Pacifico, de 274 millas de 
longitud, que estd comprometido d hacer el Gobierno de Panamd. 

Para recapitular lo relativo d los ferrocarriles de Centro America, 
sin entrar en mds detalles, diremos que hay en explotacion 508 
millas que sirven para el sistema Panamericano 6 Intercontinental ; 
690 millas de ramales ya construidos, y 675 millas por construir 
para Uegar d la Zona del Canal por la ruta mds corta, y que aun 
faltan por construir 875 millas para la ruta mds larga. En otras 
palabras: existen hoy en Centro America 1,200 millas de ferro- 
carril de todas clases, que estdn en explotaci6n y 675 por cons- 
truir para entroncar con la troncal de Mexico d los Estados Unidos. 

Al hablar de la construcci6n de ferrocarriles en Centro America 
se debe hacer menci6n de las lineas interocednicas ya construidas. 
La que va en Guatemala desde San Jos6 en el Pacifico hasta 
Puerto Barrios fu6 terminada en 1908. El ferrocarril directo 
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que atraviesa Costa Rica es tatnbi^n otra importante Unea trans- 
versal. Bstas lineas interocednicas 6 transversales son como 
ramales de la troncal. I^as interocednicas y los ramales tienen 
correlaci6n entre si. 

El monto total del comercio extrangero de Centro America, 
es apr6ximadamente de $50,000,000 por aiio. Cada milla de 
ferrocarril que se termina lo aumenta y al paso que abre las 
fuentes naturales de regiones muy ricas les asegura un comercio 
valioso. 

Con relacion d la secci6n Centroamericana del Ferrocarril 
Panamericano se debe hacer notar la acci6n de la Conferencia 
de Paz Centroamericana que se reuni6 en Washington d fines de 
1907. Dicha Conferencia, al fnanifestar el deseo de los gobiemos 
representados en ella de contribuir la parte correspondiente hacia 
la realizaci6n del gran trabajo de la Comisi6n del Ferrocarril 
Panamericana, firm6 una convenci6n especial. Se propuso nom- 
brar comisiones que informaran d los diferentes gobiemos las 
medidas mas convenientes para la construcci6n de las secciones 
respectivas, y que hiciera im esfuerzo por conseguir la organi- 
zaci6n de una 6 mds compaiilas para construir las secciones indi- 
cadas, y en el caso de no ser esto posible, consolidar y hacer ciue 
hagan convenios entre sf las distintas companias que tengan 
contratos 6 concesiones. Tambi^n se propuso que las compaiiias 
contratistas llegasen d un avenimiento con los gobiemos de los 
Estados Unidos, Mexico y Panamd con el objeto de terminar lo 
relativo al trdnsito de mercancias y pasageros de una frontera 
d otra. 

SUD AMERICA. 

El continente Sud americano presenta, por lo que se refiere d. 
la construcci6n de una Hnea troncal directa, un aspecto distinto 
del de Mexico y la America Central. Las secciones mds dificiles 
son las esenciales para el desarrollo minero de los paises de los 
Andes. En Colombia, debido d varias circunstancias, no se han 
hecho muchos progresos en la troncal del sistema Panamericano, 
pero si ha habido actividad en extender la linea que hoy Uega de 
Buenaventura, en el Pacifico, d Cali. La extensi6n de esta linea 
hasta Cartago al norte y Popaydn al sur serdn eslabones del 
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sistema Panamericano. El Gobierao de Colombia, sin embargo, 
ha logrado completar las facilidades de su navegaci6n fluvial por 
medio de empalmes con los ferrocarriles. La linea estd terminada 
desde la capital, Bogoti, hasta Girardot, en el no Magdalena. 
Se ha adelantado con varias secciones paralelas al rio y tambi^n 
con ramales que parten de algunos puertos fluviales al interior. 
Una porci6n valiosa de las grandes fuentes naturales de riqueza 
de Colombia es tributaria de la Ifnea Panamericana y las opor- 
tunidades que se ofrecen para su explotaci6n deberfan servir de 
estfmulo 4 la realizaci6n de proyectos para construir secciones de 
esta linea. 

£n el Ecuador se nota que progresa la constnicci6n del Pana- 
mericano. El ferrocarril que liga i Quito, la capital, con Guaya- 
quil en la costa, tiene en la secci6n entre Quito y Alausi i6o millas 
en el tramo directo del Panamericano. El Gobiemo ha hecho 
arreglos que parecen dar la seguridad de que pronto se extender^ 
desde Alausi, hacia el sur, hasta Cuenca. Tambi^n hay la proba- 
bilidad de que se haga la construcci6n, desde Quito, en direcci6n 
al norte hasta Ibarra, dentro de tres aiios como provisionalmente 
lo contrat6 el Ejecutivo. Este serd un tramo de loo millas. Se 
han hecho contratos por varias Ifneas cortas en la costa, lo cual 
indica progreso en las facilidades ferroviarias del Ecuador. Ya 
han comenzado los trabajos en la Ifnea de Bahla de Cardquez d 
Quito, que tendrd una longitud de 182 millas y servird de arteria 
d la linea troncal Panamericana. Tienen importancia asimismo 
los planes del Gobierno en lo relativo d una linea que comunique 
con la regi6n del Rio Amazonas. 

El Peni, que no se ha separado de su plan, que es el de hacer 
la Unea troncal del Panamericano la base de su sistema ferro- 
carrilero, ha obtenido resultados importantes. En la via directa 
del Panamericano estd funcionando la Ifnea desde el centro minero 
de Cerro de Pasco hasta Huancayo al sur, una distancia de 145 
millas y se estd trabajando en la primera secci6n de la extensi6n 
hacia Ayacucho. Aunque en Cuzco hay una secci6n incompleta 
de cerca de 500 millas, es grato manifestar que las secciones entre 
Cuzco y el Lago Titicaca han sido terminadas ya y que hoy existe 
una Ifnea de 273 millas, de longitud, directa de Cuzco d Puno, d 
la margen del lago. !^te es un ramal directo de la Ifnea del 
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Panamericano. En la parte norte del Perd se ha cuidado de que 
la linea de la costa se extienda de Chimbote 4 Recuay, y 6sta 
serd tambi^n una rama del ferrocarril intercontinental. 

Se debe mencionar de igual manera la situaci6n favorable de 
los proyectos peruanos para ligar con Hneas de ferrocarril los 
rios tributarios del Amazonas,en la vertiente oriental de los Andes. 
La construcci6n de estas lineas reciben estimulo de la troncal, 
que vendrd d servir de arteria d estas. Se estdn haciendo estudios 
para unir d Iquitos, en el Amazonas, con Paita, en el Pacffico, 
por las depresiones mds bajas de los Andes, y hay toda raz6n para 
creer que dentro de poco se haya terminado esta linea. Tambi^n 
se han terminado los estudios de la linea de Cerro de Pasco al rio 
Ucayali, y se cree que el proyecto tendrd resultados favorables. 

El transporte por barcos desde Puno, por el Lago Titicaca, 102 
millas, se puede considerar como un ramal lacustre en el sistema 
Panamericano. Este medio de comunicaci6n estd ya en explota- 
ci6n. Se puede decir que la secci6n boliviana del ferrocarril Pana- 
mericano comienza en el puerto de Guaqui, d las mdrgenes del 
Lago Titicaca. El Gobierno de Bolivia, utilizando los recursos 
financieros d su disposici6n, ha logrado dar im empuje muy favo- 
rable d la construcci6n de ferrocarriles en el pais. El punto 
cardinal de los planes del Gobierno Boliviano en este concepto 
ha sido usar la linea Panamericana como base desde el Lago 
Titicaca hasta la frontera sur; y en su desarroUo se han terminado 
ya ramales entre Guaqui y Uyuni, 6 sea ima distancia de 363 millas. 
Este es un eslab6n directo en la linea troncal intemacional. Faltan 
por construir solamente 177 millas desde Uyuni hasta la frontera 
del sur y d juzgar por la manera como el Gobierno de Bolivia se 
ocupa en desarroUar su red ferrocarrilera, se espera que dentro 
de un tiempo razonable se haya terminado esta secci6n. Mientras 
tanto se adelanta en la construcci6n de otras lineas 6 ramales, 
siendo el principal entre estos el que va d Potosi, 6 sea la regi6n 
minera, y que asegurard un gran trdfico al sistema troncal. 

Bolivia se interesa tambi^n en la construcci6n de una linea 
directa de Arica, puerto en el Pacifico, d La Paz, que entroncard 
con la via principal Panamericana. Este trabajo lo estd ejecu- 
tando el Gobierno de Chile de acuerdo con un tratado celebrado 
con Bolivia. Los contratos se hicieron en 1909 y se trabaja 
activamente en la obra. 
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El interfe de Chile en el Ferrocarril Panamericano, d causa de 
su situaci6n geogrdfica, es conectar con la troncal por medio de 
ramales que se extenderdn hasta Uegar d aquella. El Ferrocarril 
Longitudinal, que el Gobiemo estd obligado d mantener como 
medida politica nacional, puede ser considerado como un ramal 
6 extensi6n en la misma direcci6n de la arteria Intercontinental, 
pues que puede unirse al Panamericano por cualquiera de las 
Ifneas que atraviesan los Andes. Ya se han terminado los estudios 
del Longitudinal y se han hecho contratos para la construcci6n 
de varias secciones, donde se ha comenzado d trabajar. Con el 
tiempo este Ferrocarril Longitudinal se extenderd, indudable- 
mente, desde el limite norte de Chile hasta el extremo sur. 

La apertura del tunel del Ferrocarril Transandino para el trans- 
porte de pasageros y mercancias es otro de los resultados que la 
politica ferrocarrilera de Chile ha alcanzado. Desde que se 
termin6, los ferrocarriles de Chile estdn unidos d los de la Argentina 
y por consecuencia d la parte mds al sur del sistema general del 
Panamericano. 

Los progresos hechos por la Repdblica Argentina en la cons- 
truccion de ferrocarriles han sido tan rdpidos que el Gobiemo pudo 
anunciar al mundo hace dos aflos que la parte que le correspondfa 
en el Panamericano estaba terminada, puesto que ya estaban 
completas sus Hneas de Buenos Aires d Quiaca, en la frontera sur 
de Bolivia, una distancia de 1060 millas. La. importancia. de la 
extensi6n de las lineas argentinas para el comercio futuro, es 
incuestionable. Una vez terminados los ramales bolivianos, 
aumentard notablemente el trdfico en ambas direcciones. 

Desde que las lineas argentinas fueron prolongadas hasta Uegar 
d la frontera de Bolivia, por el norte, y los ramales bolivianos se 
construyeron hasta Uyuni, solo falta cubrir la distancia del Cuzco, 
en el Perd, y Buenos Aires, 6 sean 177 millas en un trayecto de 
1940 millas, tomando en consideraci6n la travesla del Lago 
Titicaca. Si se ha de construir el ferrocarril por la ribera del 
lago, seria necesario entonces anadir al cdlculo hecho, 100 millas 
Fadicionales. 
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ftSSUMEN. 

La situaci6n general del sistema troncal principal, tal ycomo 
se encuentra hoy, se puede recapitular como sigue: La longitud 
total del Perrocarril Panamericano, desde la Zona del Canal de 
Panam& hasta Buenos Aires, es de 5064 millas; vfas f^rreas y 
acuiticas en explotaci6n, 2067 millas ; lineas en via de construcci6n, 
6 por construir 2997 millas. 

La distancia total entre Nueva York y Buenos Aires, siguiendo 
la construcci6n en uso actual en Mexico y adoptando la altemativa 
en el estudio del Panamericano en Centro America por la ruta 
mds corta de la costa Atldntica, es de 10,116 millas. De este 
ndmero hay en explotaci6n 6,444 y 3*672 6 en construcci6n 6 
proyectadas 6 por construir, y que faltan para completar los 
tramos. Bliminando los que se pueden llamar ramales acudticos, 
se puede decir que se necesitan todavla 3,700 millas de ferrocarril. 

Bl estado actual del proyecto Panamericano, tal y como queda 

expresado arriba, es el siguiente : 

Numero de millas. 

Constru- Por con- 

idas. stniir. 

De Nueva York d la Cuidad de Mexico 3,026 

De la Ciudad de Mexico d la frontera norte de Guatemala .... 843 .... 
De la frontera norte de Guatemala d la Zona del Canal de 

Panamd 508 675 

Zona del Canal d Puno, sobre el Lago Titicaca 542 2,820 

Puno d Guaqui (Bolivia) transporte por agua 102 .... 

Guaqui d Quiaca, Argentina 363 177 

Quiaca d Buenos Aires i ,060 .... 

6,444 3,672 

Construidas 6,444 

Por construir 31672 

Total de la linea Panamericana De Nueva York d Buenos 

Aires 10,1 16 

£1 trazo 6 estudio Intercontinental hecho bajo la direcci6n de 
la Comisi6n creada por la Primera Conferencia Panamericana ha 
sido por muchos anos la base del proyecto Panamericano. Sus 
resultados fueron beneficiosos y son todavia de mucho valor. 
Muchos de los trazos se han seguido en la construcci6n de algunos 
ferrocarriles, mientras que se han construido otras secciones que 
no se habian trazado. Bn vista de la utilidad del trazo como 
primera investigaci6n y de lo que ha ensenado, es de mucha 
importancia examinar la situaci6n ferrocarrilera panamericana en 
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19 lo, tomando por base dicho trazo, como lo ha hecho un ingeniero 
muy competente. En el cuadro que sigue, el Gen. George W. 
Davis, miembro de la Comisi6n, ha basado su trabajo en el trazo 
del estudio del intercontinental para demostrar la distancia entre 
la Ciudad de Wdshington y Buenos Aires. Sigue el trazo pana- 
mericano por la costa del Pacifico en la America Central, que como 
se ha dicho hace m&s larga la distancia total. 

Fbrrocarril Panambricano. 

situaci6n bn 1 910. 

Datos Compilados por el Gral. Geo. W. Davis. 

Ndmero de millas. 
Subdivisiones. Constniidas. Por construir. 

De Washington A la frontera de Mexico . . 2,187 

Frontera de Mdxico d Tefauantepec i>298 

T^huantepec d la frontera de Guatemala . . . 284 

Washington d la frontera de Guatemala 3>769 

Frontera de Guatemala d Santa Maria 1 10 . 3 

Santa Maria d Hachadura 60 . 5 

Hadiadura d Acajutla 26 . 5 

Acajutla d San Salvador 64 .... 

San Salvador d San Vicente 42 . 2 

San Vicente d San Miguel 62 

San Miguel d GuascoHn 36 . i 

Guascorin d Rio Negro 71.7 

Rio Negro d Chinandega 38 

Chinandega d Granada 103 .... 

Granada d Pefia Blanca 68 . 3 

Pefla Blanca d Liberia 52.5 

Liberia d Rio Savegre 157 • 5 

Pio Savegre d Golfito 150 

Golfito d David 59 . 6 

David d Panama 274 . 4 

Total, en Centro America 277 . 3 1,099 • 3 

Total, Washington d Panamd 4,046 . 3 1 ,099 . 3 

Panamd d Yavisa 172 . 7 

Yavisa d Rio Sucio 105 

Rio Sucio d Rio Carmata 198 . 6 

Rio Carmata d Cali 213.5 

Cali d Carchi 332 

Carchi d Quito 159 

Quito d Alausi 160 .... 

Alausi d Cuenca 87 

Cuenca d Canchis 252 

Canchis d Cerro de Pasco 779 

Cerro de Pasco d Huancayo 145 .... 

Huancayo d Cuzco 521 

Total, trazo Panamericano Sud America 305 2,8 19 . 8 

Total, Washington d Cuzco 4i35i • 3 3i9i9- 1 






^7 

Total, Washington & Cuzco 4>35i . 3 3>9i9- 1 

Cuzco d Puno 237 .... 

Puno d Desaguadero 102 . 5 

Desaguadero d Uyuni 363 .... 

Uyuni d Quiaca 177 

Quiaca d Tucumdn 343 .9 

Tucumdn d Buenos Aires 7177 • • - • 

Los otros trazos en Sud America 1,661 .6 379*5 

Washington d Buenos Aires 6,012.9 4,198.6 

rBcapitui*aci6n. 

Washington d Buenos Aires: 

Construidas. 6,01 2 9 millas 

Por construir 4,198 . 6 *' 

Total 10,2 11.5 *' 

RAMALES Y OTROS SISTEMAS. 

Al tratarse del ferrocarril panamericano, no se deben pasar 
por alto los proyectos, que se pueden llamar colaterales, entre 
los cuales algunos servirdn de ramales de entronque, mientras 
que los otros habrdn de ser sistemas independientes. La Repti- 
blica del Uruguay ha hecho contratos por mds de 500 millas, dado 
concesiones de importancia y ha tornado sus medidas d fin de 
establecer una comunicaci6n completa por ferrocarril con las 
Hneas del Brasil. La construcci6n de la linea transcontinental 
Panamericana, es decir, 376 millas desde la frontera brasilena, 
en San Luis, hasta Colonia en el Rio de la Plata, frente d Buenos 
Aires, promete indudablemente la seguridad de que se Uevard d 
cabo. Con la terminaci6n de las Hneas del sur del Brasil, que estd 
ya asegurada, y el empalme de las vias f^rreas al norte, del mismo 
pais, tendremos tm ferrocarril transcontinental que pondrd en 
comunicaci6n d Pemambuco, en el Atldntico, via Rio Janeiro 
con Valparaiso en el Pacifico. Otro empalme que formard una 
linea directa se puecje lograr uniendo d Montevideo por una Itnea 
en direcci6n al norte con las Hneas brasileiias en Rivera. El 
propuesto puente intemacional por el rio Cuareim, vendrd d unir 
los ferrocarriles uruguayos con las Hneas brasileras en el extremo 
noroeste. Las medidas que se han tomado para realizar este plan 
son la mayor prueba de la actividad con que en Sud America se 
procede d la construcci6n de Hneas de ferrocarril, pues todas estdn 
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basadas en la certidutnbre de que el desarroUo de las fuentes 
naturales de riqueza de las regiones interesadas, hard aumentar el 
trdfico. 

Se ha hablado de la pronta terminaci6n de las secciones del 
sur del Brasil, que unirdn d los ferrocarriles de estos sistemas con 
los del Uruguay. Esta no es mds que una de tantas empresas 
ferrocarrileras que progresan en el Brasil. Entre estas es sin duda 
la mds importante la construcci6n, bajo la direcci6n del Gobiemo 
de la linea del Madeira-Mamor6 por las cataratas de San Antonio. 
El valor de esta via f^rrea para el fomento del coraercio de una gran 
parte del interior de Sud- America por medio del Amazonas y sus 
tributaries, ha sido bien comprendido, y la gran dificultad ha 
estribado en Uevar di cabo el proyecto. Los trabajos de const ruc- 
ci6n que hoy mismo se estdn haciendo aseguran el 6xito de la 
empresa, y 6, esta Comisi6n se ha informado que se espera tener 
dentiro de dos anos terminada toda la linea, que mide 300 millas 
de longitud. Esto serd de grandes beneficios para el comercio, 
no solo de la regi6n por donde pasa sino del mundo entero. 

Tambi^n tiene informes la Comision de que en el Paraguay 
progresa la construcci6n de vias de ferrocarril, de modo que el 
pais estard en intima comunicaci6n con los sistemas argentinos 
y uruguayos. La prolongacion de la linea que hoy existe de 
Asunci6n d Pirapo, 153 millas hasta Encarnaci6n, sobre el rio 
Parand, terminard una secci6n importante y en dos anos se habra 
concluido. La construcci6n de una Hnea hasta Posadas, es un 
paso mds hacia el establecimiento de la intercomunicaci6n, esencial 
para poder utilizar las riquezas del Paraguay. El contrato auto- 
rizado por el Gobiemo argentine, de extender las lineas que hoy 
existen hasta unir d Corrientes con Asunci6n, estableciendo asi 
la comunicacion entre Buenos Aires y la capital del Paraguay, 
asegura un eslabon importante en el empalme del ferrocarril 
intercontinental. Esta Comisi6n tambidn tiene informes de que 
varias empresas en Venezuela, que antes habian sido favorable- 
mente consideradas, estdn hoy en estado de obtener el capital 
necesario para explotarlas. El Orinoco ofrece un medio de 
comunicaci6n en la parte sur de la repdblica ; pero en el norte se 
necesitan ferrocarriles para llegar d los puertos de la costa. Cons- 
truidos estos ferrocarriles se logrard un trdfico grande y provechoso. 
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Para demostrar la relaci6n que guarda el proyecto panamericano 
con los varies pafses que han de beneficiarse con su construcci6n, 
la Comisi6n ha hecho preparar un mapa que acompaiia esta 
memoria. Dicho mapa ensena las Hneas de transporte por ferro- 
carril, por rio y por mar. El objeto d que obedece es el de presentar 
el trazo general del Ferrocarril Panamericano, en su relaci6n geo- 
grdfica con respecto 6. las demds repdblicas, asi como para indicar 
la navegaci6n fluvial que es de grande importancia para el comercio 
de Sud America. Las comunicaciones por ferrocarril y por rio 
en ese continente guardan entre sf relaci6n Intima, pues unos 
sirven de arterias d' los otros. El mapa ha sido hecho con vista 
de las mejores fuentes de informaci6n que se han podido conseguir, 
y la indicaci6n de los Hmites es puramente tentativa, y no se ha de 
interpretar sino como una linea tirada con el objeto de designar . 
la posici6n relativa de los distintos paises. 

CONCI^USION. 

En informes anteriores la Comisi6n ha tenido oportunidad de 
recordar las declaraciones de los distinguidos hombres de estado 
de los Estados Unidos, que han favorecido este proyecto. Entre 
ellos se cuentan James G. Blaine, el Presidente Harrison, el 
Presidente Roosevelt y el Secretario Root. A estas expresiones 
nos es grato poder agregar otras. El Presidente Taft, en carta 
al Presidente de la Comisi6n, fechada d 13 de enero de 19 10, se 
expresa como sigue : 

"Soy muy partidario de la construcci6n del Ferrocarril Pana- 
mericano, y espero que la Conferencia que se va d reunir en 
Buenos Aires alcance resultados prdcticos en este sentido.'* 

El Secretario Knox tambi^n escribi6 al Presidente de la Comisi6n i 

en estos t^rminos : < 

**Tengo por el proyecto cordial simpatia, y me serd placentero 
ayudar en lo que pueda. Toda medida que tienda d su reali- 
zaci6n, no solamente aumenterd de una manera directa el comercio 
entre paises limitrofes de la America, sino que desarroUard tambien 
el mejor conocimiento mdtuo y el enlace de intereses, que son la 
base mds segura del desarroUo comercial de cada pais, y de buena 
inteligencia internacional entre todos,'* 
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El Presidente de esta Coniisi6ii, desde el primer Congreso 
Panamericano, en 1889, ha sido mietnbro de varias comisiones del 
ferrocarril panamericano, de modo que ha seguido con interns 
el desarrollo del proyecto. £n su defensa ha discutido el asunto 
muchas veces con personas demds6 menosimportancia linancieara 
y experiencia en ferrocarriles. Me complazco en decir que existe 
un interns cada vez mayor, y una disposici6n mds positiva de 
parte de hombres notables en el mundo de los negocios para 
estudiar la empresa mds seriamente, no s61o desde el punto de 
vista de un gran trabajo ptiblico, sino animados por la creencia 
de que ofrece una oportunidad para inversi6n de capital razonable- 
mente segura y ventajosa. 

Hoy las indicaciones son de que se acerca el tiempo en que 
hombres de grandes negocios, capaces de atender d la parte 
linanciera del proyecto, se comprometan d construir y terminar 
el Ferrocaril Panamericano. Para dentro de cuatro aiios se ha 
prometido que se unirdn los dos oceanos en Panamd. Si las 
indicaciones favorables que hoy existen Uegan d realizarse, para 
191 5 Panamd estrard unido d Mexico y d Wdshington por ferro- 
carril, y con Buenos Aires, Santiago y Rio Janiero, pocos afios 
mds tarde. 

Lo que someto, con todo respecto. 

H. G. DAVIS, 
Presidente de la Comision Permanente 
del Ferrocarril Panamericano. 
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